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Capt. Harris: Dr. Strempel, I wish you to جتن‎ kusa you trey 
under no compulsion to testify. The statements you mke are 


Present: 


made of your own free will. I make no promise of reward to 


you nor do I thr on you in any ways I shall ask you a 


number of questions which I believe fall with 
peculier knowledg eğ The only requirement t 
that such questions as you chose to answer answer 
truthfully and to the point. Do you unders 11 of this? 
I do. x 3 
Please outline briefly your activity from the date you 
entered the foreign service in Germany until you aae to 
the United States in 1928. | i 
I entered the diplomatic service in 1925 as a technical 
assistant in the Foreign Office. I passed my سك‎ 
| @xaminations in 1926 and became Attache in Paris, From 7 
1928-54 I was in Chile. I was Second Secretary there, from 
1928-32, and in 1932 I was elevated to Charge a’ Ar UN 
In 1934 I was recalled to Berlin because I was not 
jg. Party member. I should like to point out that I have 
never been 6 member of the Nazi Party, and for that reason 
I was not looked upon with favor by the Nabis, In 1934 
there was an opening in the Embassy in Washington for 
Second Secretary, but the Nazi Party did not approve 


this assignment, ppsrently 


y because they didn't trusl me. 
Instead, I was 25514 he Press and Political Departments 
of the Foreign 

Iwas in م‎ 

American and Wes n European p : id in the Political 
Department 


- was in charge of South American political 








What were your precise functions in those positions? 

In the Press Department I had to read the press of the 
above-mentioned foreign countries and to report to Minister 
Aschman about it. Furthermore, especially when I was 

in charge of the English and American press, I had to 
cultivate close relations with the correspondents stationed 
in Berlin. In the Political Department, I had to keep up 
with: affairs South America and to report to my superior, 
Geheimret Freytag 2b 

What did your superiors do with the information you pessed 
on to then? 

Seabee, I merely reported to my chiefs in order 

to enlighten the understanding of the development of public 
opinion and political affairs, 

During the period you were in the Press Department, do you 
recall any references in the American press to the &otivities 
of Fritz Kuhn and the German American Bund? 

Yes, but I took note of it only when it looked particularly 
interesting, and then reported it to my chief. 

When did it strike you as particularly interesting? 

When it appeared that his activities were straining good 
relations between Germany anû America, 


When was that? 


1 


The official policy of the Foreign Office was to avoid 
Us phe UMA. 
any political frictions ená—to-«volà any propasande, On 


that point we always had great trouble with the Auslands 

Organization. We represented the point of view thet the 

Auslands Organization should not have any 8م‎ 
qu) Ft 


in the United States because they could be usedffor 


propaganda activities. 


Mat 


had relations with the foreign section of the 
Party y/ F heerd—this, A C ITA 65 
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From whom did you hear this? / 


A. £4#0n4t—remember. There was some talk in the Foreign 
Office about it, vut—I-ean't-remembern 
Q. Wes it regarded as a matter of common knowledge in the Foreign 
Office that the German American. Bund was supported by the 


foreign section of the Party? ١ 
4A) 


i pmo gl &ii-I know że that I heard(about it. 


B In the Foreign Office or from persons in the foreign section 

of the Party? 
No. Not from the foreign section of the Party. I was not 
on good terms with anyone in that office, They disliked me, 
Well, then it must have been in the Foreign Office that you a 
heard e, Se” 

A. Yes -- probebiy- por But thís—ie—supmise,.—- Fam not absolutely 

of sures I-ctn't- remembers 

Qe Do you recall any instances during the period you were in the 
Foreign Office in Berlin in which the activities of Kuhn were 
commented upon by German diplomatic representatives in the 
United States? 
Yes, Ambassador Dieckoff was in Germany during the meeting 
of the Reichparteitag in 1938, and said that all relations 
that may have existed between diplomtic and consular 
services in the United States with Kuhn should be severed, È 
Your last answer indicates thot there were, in fact, 
relations between Kuhn and the German diplomatic officials, 
Wh t was the precise nature of those relations? 
No. I'm sorry, Captain Harris, I aian' t make- myself clears 
The -relationship of Kuhn. was E the foreign 


section of the Party gy Mar RY ALA PPP, 4, 226 Ww her 


Then you know that to be a fact? 


i—9e—understood t fed: À 


wrk Whiri HHA 
ine Ala Wan ug Y fts A ^ 
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Qe 


Ae 


If there Nore relatiei between Kuhn and any Germen 

diplom tic esceememdmur officials, why should Dieckoff have 
recommended à halt to such relations? It's silly to stop 
something that isn't going on, isn't 1t? 

Let me explain it this way. German foreign policy was 
emerging on two parallel roads -- the Foreign Office and the 
foreign section of the Party. As long as they remained 
parallel, the Foreign Office did not take special action. 
But where their policies started to cross, the Foreign 
Office considered it necessary to do something. Our 


policy was not to interfere with affairs in America end- 
£u dota due 


ned Lat c ause/a breach kai foot relations, The activities of Mr. 


" 


^ 
و 


۰ 


Kuhn anû the foreign section of the Party were considered a 
burden on German-American relations, so Mr. Dieckoff 
recommended that they be stopped, 

What action was taken? 

I remember ãn order was issued at the end of 1938 that it was 
prohibited for the members of the Embassy and the consulates 
to continue possible former relations or connections with 
the Bund. This was after Minister Thomsen had delivered 

à solemn pledge to the State Department to that effect. 
shin, doesn't your lest reply indicate that members of 

the Embassy and consulates had actually been in contact 

with the Bund? 

I was merely reciting the nature of the order, I don't 

know &bout any relations between the diplomatic officialsÁnd 
the Bund, I do know for a fact that the Embassy did not 
have any relations with the Bund after my arrival in 
Washington, Mr, Thomsen and I were much Opposed to any 
dealing with the Bund, 

Did the foreign section of the Party continue to support the 


Bund efter the order you mentioned before was issued? 





Aef I Fp or ban gel Mr, Reger, Consul in New York City, 


and representative of the foreign: section of the party, 


did continue to have relations with Bund officials, ~ 
Qe What's the basis of that belief? 


A» Out of their general attitude and their, wayg and methods 
fi Cultivate contacts abroad, cooled ey had 

contacts with the German-American Bund and probably with the 
noisy representatives of the isolationist groups. 
These relationships seem to have violated the order you 
mentioned before. Did you report these violations to the 
Foreign Office? 
Yes, na, ovt reports I drafted for Thomsen when I was 
in the Embassy, we drew the attention of Berlin that this 
relationship to the Bund was very detrimental. 
In order to make the record clear, == you are now speaking of 
the time you were lst Secretary in the German Embassy in 


Washington, after Thomsen hed issued the order you previously 
recited? 


zive us the substance of these reports to Berlin, 28 


well as you can recall them. 
of the Bund 
Well, we stated that the rhe support/ by the Foreign Section 
HAL h 1 
, koor relations 4r the United States, 7 


any ambiguity in the record on ad 
this point. When y reported that this support of the 
Bund was harmful oo relations, you must have known that 
such support was n fact, being ziver Now, my Question is: 
of your informetion? JM 
puah Uy 
s told abo by jor re Oh 
ad the impression that Draeger con- 
Bund 2zcinst orde em a diplomat »- 
Just-&s you are am interrogator -- à wis my Job to learn 
sueh—things. I made a number o! JE New York, &nd that 
was the impression I formed 4 
Jews, Al Mm, fcc 7 
7 ^ 
tm ceo). 








Did Mr. Thomsen share your impression? 
He must have. He signed the reports I prepared and took 
responsibility for them, 


You mentioned before th 


taken in Berlin to halt the activities of which 
you complained? 
I know of no 
reports to Berlin that the activities 
f the Nazi Party in the United States were 
:o0d relations, no action was taken? 
knowledge. 
revert briefly to your activities 
Apart from 
notice any organizations or persons in the 
States that threatened good rel 


United States? 


hold it 


matter of opinion. TI was of the impr 


never did anything they didn't want to do, 


What instructions did you receive from the Foreign 


prior to the asstmption of your new duties? 








eee MN NM NÉE —————— 


LU 


Nothing in particular, I saw Dieckoff, who said that it was 
possible to go to the United States even though it was $ 
period of extreme tension. 
But didn't you receive any instructions from your superiors 
in the Foreign Office concerning your actions in the United 
States? - 
I was merely instructed to report to Mr. Thomsen at the 
Embassy in Washington. 

What functions did Thomsen assign to you? 

He put me in charge of cultural relations. 


What did that involve? 


if German universities would invite American LL, come 
over for visits, and it was my task to pass on the invitations. 
Political tension was already strong and 


be-retner-ceretes, I HA JAA V Ir Mig clad 


That doesn't sound like a full time job. Did you ever hear 
of the German-American Fellowship Forum? 

Yes. 

What was your relation to that organization? 

None, 

Did you supply any funds to that organization? 

No. 

Did the Embassy supply any? 

While I was in charge - no. 

Before that? 

Yes, I think it was financed by a representative of the 
Propaganda Ministry, Gienanth. : 

Was v, Gienanth attached to the Embassy? 

Yes. He was the representative of the Propaganda Ministry at 
the Embassy. 7 


He was also a member of the 88, wasn't he? 


A © ٩۹7 11! 
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bsolute] 
1 funds 
propag 
I believe 


ås you know, 


Ministry and his 
15 stupid. He was not to be 
trusted with a poli al mission. He was a very unreliabdl 
inane 
Did Gienanth 
I believe so. 
Don't you know fo: rta iy You were Gienanth's superior, 
weren't you? 
Ae actuelly nth wes working for the peg & Ministry 
J سمط‎ Tid) kma 
nd was à mem q^ : 3idn't,wai t ave anything 


to âo with 


LE 
ertain that he did. Auhigen was sent out by the 


Ministry in Berlin to deliver propaganda speechei@ 
end sienenth hed—+to-suppiy-money-to—vhe sere 
Have you ever heard of 2 person named Laura Ingalls? 
Yes. | 
In what connection? 
Gienanth pestered me to see her. He had a special liking for 
her, Thought she would: be & good propagandist.» 
Did'you give her any funds for propaganda or any other 
purpose? 
No. 
Did Gienanth? 


I don't know. 
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Well, there's little point in discussing this mtter. She 


admitted over 2 years ago that she received some money from 
von Gienanth for delivering lectures throughout the United 
“States. 
I didn't know that. 
Did you have any funds at your disposal for propaganda purposes? 
‘In July or August 1939, Blankenhorn left the Embassy -- he 
was in charge of the political and press departments -- and 
I was his successor. 
Did the Embassy have 2 political or press fund? 
Yes, & press fund.  £—9eek—ii—ovO0r—$rom-9Sienkennorme 
How much was in the fund when you took it over? 
I don't remember the exact amount. 
Approximately how much? 
I don't recall, But I think in October 1939, we received for 
the "Kriegskostensonderfonds" (War Funds ) $50 4000 & Year. 
What were these funds used for? 
Mainly to finance the propaganda of the German Library of 
Information 2nd Flanders Hall. 
(off the record discussion) 
I want y o describe briefly the origin, nature, functions, 
sponsors, and my [ees the German Librery of 
Informstion. 

Information was in 1937 founded by 

ntative of th paganda| Ministry on order 
in the United : 35 5 hat time. 

After his many in 197 3 1 / eck was engaged 


as public rela 








Tm 


Did the German Library of Information remain under the control of 


the Propaganda Ministry? 


39 


No. It was somewhat confused. From 1946 on, 
controlled and financed by both the Minist 
Department of Information in the Fore! 


Hitler issued an order that om that time 
propaganda would be handled by the Foreign 
That would seem to indicate that the F 
the Propaganda Ministry in the Library of Information? 
Well, not completely. The Library was under the control of 
Dr, Hans Borchers, Consul General of New York, and under the 
immediate direction of Prof iatl chmitz Both of 
people were part of the Foreign Actu y, Schmitz was 
paid & salary by both the sign Offic nd the Propaganda 
Ministry, but 4 pted only the salary from the Foreign Office, 
Where did the p&gend& Min y come in? 
31enenth had 

many of the lesser employees, 
the Propaganda Ministry, ! 
agreeable to it. 
Did the Propaganda Ministry 
Library of Information? 
I believe so. 
Have you ever seen any such instruc 
fi] Erw ا‎ Muss ) acter ly TAA 
Wnat : T your rela he German Library of Information 
Maybe I car best 
woulc rec 


£4 
يا لل 


and then we asked t? rary of Inform n how much 


* 


cost to do would tell us, 
then we would cable back t n for approval the amounts 
After approval, I would pay over the money to the Library of 


Information to bring 





also published a magazine, entitled 


British policy and 


How often did 


of the war against the United 


its ula 
"a i 200,000, every 


ou exercise any supervision over 


#600, 000 


relative or 


nsonderfonds 
heirs in Germany would receive the equivalent 


the Reichsbank 


site 


ساد 








EUR 


Then, if I understand it, the Kriegskostensonderfonds 
consisted of sums greatly in excess of the $50,000 a year 
mentioned earlier? 


Ar 


Yes. I'm sorry I didn't make thet clearer before. The 
#50,000 & year was merely the press fund, which also came out 
of the larger "Kriegskostensonderfonds", 

It's my fault; I didn't completely understand your previous 
answers What was the total amount in the "Kriegskosten- 
sonderfonds"? 

I don't know, hut it was very l&rge. 

Did the Consulates have seperate "Kriegskostensonderfonds" 
of their own, apart from the one in the Embassy, 

Yes, but I never knew the amounts in them, The consular 
officials didn't discuss that matter with me, They tried to 
minimize the. funds at their disposal, because they came to 

Jd 4 ior funds from time to time, 

Ye But you know for è fact that they did have "Kriegskosten- 
sonderfonds" of their own? 

Yes, 
It is now after 1730 which is your dinner time. We shall 
resume late tomorrow afternoon, if that is agrecable to you. 


M e "E 
Yes, sir. 


TUU 








troops 
only wey 


political 


war of many years, 
certain time naturglly 
people would wén 
The United State 
decisive intern: 


policy wou 


Pia E would see 


+ 


And it would have saved the United 


were used he j the turopean Theater. 


tits Set Maa A type of policy, 
because I thought 2e a Germen it would save my country from 
| 
ny more would be killed when the 


ates joined the war, so T thought it. the smaller 


y I. 
JC evil} and it would weaken the Sovrtet—crrtrom.] 5 I think it 


would have been of benefit to my own country and to the 
benefit of the United Stotes too. 
If I understand you correctly, you favored what you called 


the “second policy", which involved keeping the United States 


3 
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Qe 


m 


= = 
8 

out of war while it-was delivering war materials to England 
and Russis, Did you févor that aspect of the policy which 
involved. pl ليو‎ Am xs to English and Russis? 

was nota ch mi with that point. Y A £M 
the U+boats MA take care of any materials that were sent to 
England and Russia, 
Am I right in assuming, therefore, that your aim wes 
identical with that of the Nazi Government in Berlin -- 
in other words, to keep the United States out of the war -- 
but your reasons were different? 
Yes, » 
Did you actually Believe in 1940-41 thati the war would develop 


into a stalemate? Hitler was having one overwhelming success 


LI 
d after another gn the battlefield at that time. 
Ag Ft cremate, S 


tnere would be a long drawn out war, in which the 
Germen people would want to get rid of Hitler, 
Did you think that Hitler intended to wage war on the United 
Soko 
ager ^ a 7 re 7 the 7 * of 
nr» جوم‎ the reports weséretted-ert=serrt—tu) Berlin, wa 
í © We advised against’ 
to American waters, and we had the 
agreed with us, 
1 documents in our possession in Nurnberg == 
have already been luce evidence -- 
in fact, intend to wage war 


Weren't you advised 


"ht «e h-rm 








ITU 


I'd now like to return to the role which Viereck played in this 
studied program, which the Nazi government had worked out to 

tates out of the we You mentioned yesterday 
that Viereck was appointed public relations counsellor of the 
German Library of Information. 

` 
also have any connection with the Flcnde Hi enterprise 
which you mentioned yesterday? 
Yes. 
Please explain u e precise details of that connection. 
I believe I have already mentioned thet during his sojourn 
in Berlin in 1938/39,[Viereck was chosen for thenti-B British 
e he was eK _ 


^ 8e 1 
author > could 4 fad Me athe i this 


without interfering in the internal 


on't know how the arr 


MAS nM et: 
toh 
cripts of certain books came from the Foreign Office 


Viereck s5 
1 he thought might criticize and unmask 
British foreign policy, and 
easily be sold in the United 
ened? 
Viereck would publish these books 


financial risk was involved, he would 








DL 
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ato you 4 YA the La of wa "^ Ma WA 


“des Berlin an sceive/ ap; roval, 


FT Sus, m ays wee lump sums of 5 or 10 thousand 


dollars, ul) Mau 4 cr e 


Do you recall the names of the books 
Office proved nd whose 
ly 6 
glish Policy in India" 
ih Policy in Palestine" 
cm Wersinc. 
from Berlin, 


nced funds 


ccounting of these 





Didn't the Foreign Office insist upon some sort of an 
eccounting? My studies of the Reichsbank and Ministry of 
Economics files indicate that Germany was rather short of 


foreign exchange, and that they sought to control it as 


uch as Wa wey Ne 
dea wy Murn fo erdum 4 : 
was, never 2d any questions py 19 Berlin about wha 
had kuu J nd of fa legs 


de with, funds « Viereck had been chosen in 
Berlin as their propaganda representative, and I felt no 
need to account for any money giyen to him. 

ne manuscripts of all books published by Flanders Hall 
originate in Germany? 
No. It also distributed various books by American authors 
which criticized British propaganda and tried to keep 
the United States out of the war. I remember a book by Porter 
Sargent; 2 book by Peterson called “Propaganda for Wer"; the 
book "awemy WacLísamen expects Every American to do his. duty". 
I believe that Flanders Hell also published one or two books 
by Congressman Stephan Dey sbout British propaganda e 
Do you know anything about the negotiations which led to the 
publication of these books? 
No, 
Did Viereck help write any of these books? 
I don't know, He may have helped Congressman Day. I seem 
to remember Viereck's saying he had written down some 
highlights for Congressman Day. 
What was Viereck's connection with Porter Sa rgent? 


+ 


tola me that he financed the book of Porter Sargent, 
het he bought for Flanders Hall è certain number 
b> taf Limb 

of copies, ead ther Was E financial risk for Mr, Sargent, 


Did Viereck ever mention the name oi Senator Lundeen to you? 


A د9ه‎ 481 





Va 


4-1. He | UIN he 1 an a 1 nd f his and that when 


the President of the German Red © cage ti he United States 


Nitec timed 
eae cn "Kiluwa 
ete am after-dinner (speech. 


Did Viereck ever mention that he had written some of Senator 


Senator Lundeen 


_Lundeen's spé@eches? 
Yes. He told meon a number of occasions that he had written 
down high lights és be used by Senator Lundeen in his speeches, 
Did Viereck state to you that he hed written speeches for any 
or contribute ideas for their 
ul يلك‎ acts, 
don't remember J” Viereck tried to give me the 
impression that he had zood! relations with a number of senators and 
congressmen -- Lundeen, Hamilton Fish, ‘Senator Holt, and 
- Day -- and meybé more, but I do not remembe he names. 
To your knowledge, did Viereck ever advance any funds to any 
congressman ór senator for any purpose? 
No. I do not think Viereck would do that. He was too 
precautious. 
Did you? 
Absolutely not. 
Did Viereck ever mention William Griffin to you? 
Was he the editor or publisher of the New York Inquirer? 
Yes. 
Map times he mentioned Griffin. 
In what connection? ` | 


Griffin several times took.up advertising in his daily newspaper in 


which he dealt with the Flondere Hall publigstions to spread them, 


ariffin was much against England. I believe he had sued 


Churchill. He hated England. 


Do you mean Viereck inserted, advertisements in the New York 


A 097482 * cy 


Inauirer? 
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Yes, but Viereck, or rather Flanders Hall under his direction, 
also advertised in the New York Times, New York Herald Tribune, 
Daily Mirror, and other papers, | 

Did Viereck pay a larger sum for his advertisements 1n the 


New York Inquirer than in other papers? 


say half a page, and Griffin would 205726061176 such & huge 


Not & higher rate, but biggér MN X Viereck bought 


advertisement from single person. 

Why did Viereck place such large &dvertisements/ith Griffin? 

Griffin helped Viereck distribute his books, .The other 

— did not do that. Viereck and Griffin were 

working -- how do you say it -- hand in glove. 

What else besides advertise in the New York Inquirer did Viereck 

do for Griffin? 

Besides these advertisements, I think it was in the New York Ineuir 
inquired thet Viereck organized a contes and one of’ the 

requirements was that the contestants should have Studied kose- 

Grê these books published by Flanders Hall. 

What was the prize? 

Speculating, -- about $500. Maybe more, 

Who mide these funds available? 

Viereck., He turned over these funds to Griffin to be used 

in the contest. 

Who told you about this? 

Viereck, 

In what other wey, if any, did Viereck help out\Griffin? 

Griffin was Irish and had Irish friends; and sq I think that 

many copiss of the book about British Atrocities in Ireland 

were handed over to Griffin by Viereck, end he sold them to 
J^ Irish friends at meetings whick 


Were these books given to Griffin by eck free of charge? 


v 
1 





"B5. e 


And Griffin thereafter sold them? 


Yes, | 
Wheat happened to the proceeds of these sales? 
My understanding was that they were kept by Griffin. 
Did Viereck give Griffin other Fl-nders Hall books in addition 
to the book concerning British Atrocities in Ireland? 
I think so. 
Have you ever spoken to Griffin about these things? 
No. My information came from Viereck. 
Do you know L2urence Dennis? 
Yes. 
When did you first meet him? 
I met Laurence Dennis in the period 1940/41 and I think I met 
him, as far &s I remember, in one of the South American Legations 
which I visited frequently - either the Argentine, Chilian or 
Cuban Embassy. I think the reason why Mr, Dennis was present 
is that he had been in the American diplomatic service and I 
think he served in one of those countries, We had s" conversationg 
موسج وسيب جني ب سبي‎ about his opinion on the political state of 
effairs,. 
Was he publishing his Weekly Foreign Letter at that time? 
If he already did so at that time or later, I ào not know. 
But later I received the "Weekly Foreign Letter" in which he wrote 
about domestic and international politics as well as economic 
affairs. 

Qe. Did he send you this copy free of charge or did you subscribe? 

Ae E do not remember, 

Qe When was your next visit? 


A. I do not recall definitely. I think I have seen him several times 


/ 


Did he ever indicste to you that he was in need of funds? 


If he mentioned it or if other people mentioned it to me that he 


needed funds, I do not wana cd | ||| ||| HIM 
7 H3471 -0024 J 





But you do recall that you were advised by someone that he 
wes in need of funds? nok : 
d Yes, I knew that he was movet. Á ty Wet 

Did is ever give him any funds? 

Wa No, tel ity tn for ta û mw, 

Qe Have you ever heard of his book "The Dynamics of War and 
Revolution"? yA 
Yes, I received 4 copy the Bors and I glanced through 
it. It seemed like an interesting book. 
Did you know that 1500 copies of this book were distributed 
free of charge to the colleges end universities throughout the 
United States? 


I did not know that. 


Did you advance funds to him for thet purpose? 
as f Noy PII Howl بد‎ tt dad Prd V si Me 
Qe Did you A discuss a scheme to 200 European 'editions of 


Dennis' book? 


ac 
> 


far as 4 remember, Dennis was approached »y—9omeone-o 
1 ADI 
tolé—htm- "| beh European editions of his 


py)» 


book J and it was thought that this was a practical way to 


^ i . ' 
f give him indirect financial y» 4 Ie tp la PNE 


What is the source of your information? 

Either through Dennis or another source, I had heard that 
Berlin had such a plan. Now, it could have been that it was 
mentioned in an instruction or communication. 

Who would know about that? 


Dennis. Or, there were quite a number of Nazi’ agencies that 


occupied themselves with propaganda in the United States, 


Wat were those Nazi agencies? 


The German Railway Information Service, the German-American 


Chamber of Commerce, Westermann Book Store, and the V.D.A. 


Mhe mar gomet ude we 
They my sometime have suggested to Berlin, -- why don't you 


Sponsor Dennis’ book. f 


A O97) 48S 








My 


We shall return to these agencies at a later time. At the 


moment I want to get & complete statement of the facts 


concerning Dennis. If I understand you correctly, you knew that 


there was à plan to publish European issues of Dennis’ book, 

but you are not certain whether you heard it from Dennis, the 

Fopeign Office, or & Nazi agency in the United States? 

Thet is right. I have & definite recollection that there was 

a plan to bring out e European editiong of his book, and that 

RE. was daram Berlin, da oi LT al My 

Were European editions of this book ever published? 

I don't know, for NA, Af J IY nud Al 

Did Viereck discuss Dennis wita joy at any time? 

Yes, : ونب‎ PR 

In what connection? 

Berlin insisted that, America being à country of business 

affairs of — importance and thefeaders 

politically influential people, we should publish magazines 

which would deal with teese edonomic problems, This order was 

passed AME athe HES RR to aree such 

a magazine, either as a weekly or a fortnichtly. As Dennis had 

had experience in this yy» f work because he published the 

Weekly Aon was considered that he should be the 

one who should organize or write for such a magazine, 

What was the period that these plans were being laid? 

In 1944. 

Who in Berlin issued these instructions? | 

Kis Signed by Mr. Martin Luther, Under. Secretary of 

State, Foreign Office, in charge of the Department of 

Information. 

Did you ever speak jennis about this project? 

"Te A OG) ude 

What was the substance of the conversa tion, or conversations? 
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A. I had the feeling, -- there is a rotten egg -- and I advised 
his hendg$ff this man. 
Did Viereck indicate that he had had dealings with Dennett? 
it open. 5-5 not had 
tions with Dennett, he would h&ve denied it more 
Did you know Col. E ye nef M 
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Political Department of 


better adjourn, 





15 February 1946 

Continuation of interrogation of Dr. von Strempel 

by Captain Sam Harris. 

Re$orter: Miss Joan Wakefield. 
Can you think of any phase of Viereck's activities we have not 
covered? 
Noe 
Now, Dr. Strempel, I want to discuss with you another enterprise. 
What was your connection, if 53-6 with the magazine, 28 
Commentator"? puddle 

I nu ‘smu Half hd MAC 
I member thet rri yino metres y -— 
I believe around the middle of 1941 -- enmé=setd=they wanted 
to organize & magazine of the type of Readers Digest mtag 
b fu, Mau hud PP MA 
taeus i } a) * 1 German and 
imerican capital. 
What. we Sa the names of these men? 
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Their names 1 to have slipped my memor; Perhaps you can 
help me? 
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Noe I would have opposed that. I thought the political line of 
the Weckruf was detrimental to German-American rotations Lael ie 
What steps, if any, were taken by the German government to 
UE RA Bal 0 Te UA, ا‎ 
the Consul Generel 
in San Francisco, 
20110101 A 
at the same Hubner thet subsequently went to Washington? 
appointed as Propaganda Attache at the German 
Embassy in Washington by Ribbentrop. He arrived in 
Washington at the end of 1979 X 
; A 2n PEU 
eer win 


t beeau 
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Department asked hi$ te E United 
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Ae/ He said: Don't you think it is'a good 6a to be in touch/with 
+ Ar napi hN u 
the Tin NANA to Support” them? I tried to bring the 
conversation on & higher level, because I thought that was 
foolishe 
e mention the names of any agents who were in his pay? 
| 
Were any efforts made by the German Government or any of its 
produce any pro-Nazi films in Hollywood? 
a fika f 
Er: ; eh TB, that was the 
-lifornis,. He was interested in bringing 
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# film actress, 


Qe What was this men's name? 


A. I don't remember, 44 / 9 977974 ed 
Qe l 


Was this man of German extraction? 


9 pretex 


do not think so. 
go advayce any func rnit I) ye LA 
No. ‘I YA dette M he was & member 2 tag 
New York. 
Did he do any redio work? 
No. 
Do you know of any other attempts to produce a pro-Nazi film? 
No. 
Do you know of any plens to distribute pro-Nazi films? 
Noe 
Have you ever heard of a man named Ferenz in Los Angeles. 
No. 


Did you know & man named Winrod? 


I did not know hin, 23-3 4:7 this re by Mr. Rhetts; 4- 


In what connection did you hear about him? 
That he wanted to organize speakers, 


Did you hear anythinz 


2 


furtner? 

No. 

Did you participate in any way in Winrod's plans to organize 
speakers, : 

No, 


Did you advance any funds to him? 


ief ee kamati, en. 
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any representati f the min Government give 

money to any of Winrod's represent 
Not to my knowledge. 

Have you ever heard of Edmondson? 4- 

hah 


I was asked this before 5150, but I do not think I #ememben 


hin. he Edmondson letter, I think I have seen that. If it 
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ya Mi 


(I hu 11 يا‎ 
à He of Boake C: Hag Ya my /^ و‎ f id 


ster, wasn't he? 


you have with him? 


German Government, to your knowled 
rter? 
Consul General in New York, or his younger assistant, 


Hirschfeld told me that they head goe€* relations with Carter. 
wnat does that mean? 


A mbulu h cie PL, 1e‏ ا 
Possibly that Carter was HEPI HERE Ayni f tee],‏ 

Weare not interested in speculation here. Precisely what 

did Borchers or Hirschfeld say to you? 

I don't remember. 

Did you advance any funds to Carter? 

NO» 

Did you give any funds to Borchers or, Hirschfeld to give to 


Carter? 


Noe 
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Have you ever heard of George Deatherage? 

Yes -- he was the head of the Knights of the White Gemelia, 
Iam told. But I never met Deatherage and he got no funds 
from me, directly or indirectly. 

To your knowledge, did Deatherage receive money or sapport 


from any other representative of the German Government? 


I don't know. I wouldn't be,surpriged 1f Gienanth tA 
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But you don't know far sure? 

No. 

How much money did Gienanth have at his disposal? 

He posed as if he had none, but I had the impression that he 
must héve al Penta Sometimes I imagined that he would draw 


out of the press fund, on Thomsen's approval. He would come 


$ J tan un 
to Thomsen and ask for money. He would pe says Strempel 
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How? 


When I took over the Press Department, I found a note in the. 
files that every three months, I think it was, transfene of ‘Sanaa 
ine «epe to be made to the Winona Press in Chicago, wai 

the @onsul in fee ste 
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A small weekly or daily, in both EM. WA German, 
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Did you have any contact with William Dudley Pelley? 

No. He was head of the silv A p d and very 8nti- -Semitic, I 
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Embassy once think in 


Thomsen that it 


United States? : 
No. We were against distributing propaganda to the Arny or 
Navy. For example, Gen. von Boeficher of the Embassy had 
received small\booklets from Germ:ny. He was @uepesee to distribute 
them — من‎ American officers. He received them from Berlin. 
: booklets, and said, well I have thisorder now 
booklet, what do you think? I a2 | 
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many foolish orders from 
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Wheat did von 

The booklets 

Do you recsll any further instances in which German authorities 
1n Berlin hed instructed anyone in the Embassy to distribute 


materials to the armed forces of the T States? 


No. 
Did Viereck ever show you 2 copy of the V-card? 


Yes, I think he did. 


Whet was the purpose of the card? 
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I remember it was a postcard, Viereck said it would be used 


to convince people not to send forces abroad. 


“Did you approve up 0 WA Y» qf the h A P 


But you knew that Viereck nevertheless authorized its 
distribution, didn't you? 

No, I did not. 

Did you or anyone connected with the German Government support 
James Smythe in any way? 

I have bedn asked about him by Mr. Rhetts. This morning I 

had a walk with Mr. Schmitz, former manager df the Library 

of Information, and he said that Smythe once came into his 
office to collect money, and he thew him out. Smythe was 


سباك 


head of the Protestant War Veterans, I understand. @ M eve 


orchers ve some money to Smythe. Sepmitz would. know 
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about this. 


as editor in chief of 
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Whet type of article did he 
Foreign policy topics. 


Pro-N&zi? 


Did the Nazi 

directed to, 

Yes. 

What was the nature of these programs? 


They were of tw One was to use simple slogans to 
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any branches established outside of Berlin for short 
e radio broadcasting to the United States? 
in Shanghai. l 
was the reason for that? " NI 
Geneornins—the—Amerieeanseetos German’ broadcasts oou not Be» 
WA 20010011 kesra ín the Pacific coast/for technical reasons و‎ so we 


M EE e establish/a powerful radio station on the 


other side of the Pacific, 90 من هتومو وج رورسم ههه‎ hesê, 
Several members of the Library of Information, who had quM 
experience trr—&he—work in the Library, left America and were 
Supposed to go to Shanghai. 

What was their function to be? 

To mke a radio program which appealed to American listeners. 
Was the Shanghai station openly known as & German station? 

Yes, I think S0. 

Did it, in fact, broadcast German news &nd other programs to the 
United States? 

I think so. I personally never heard it. 

Did Gienanth report on the effectiveness of these broadcasts? 

I think so. 


Did you read any he reports submitted about Shanghai? 


knowledge, did the Reich Railways Office, Reichsbahn- 
zentrale, in New York, receive any funds from the Propaganda 
Ministry? 
Yes, I think it did, 
Who managed the Reichsbahnzentrale? 
MrsJSchmitz. 
I take it that this is a different Schmitz from the one in the 
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Did you learn that fu ers ziven the R hsb entra. le by 


da Ministry while you w n Washington or after 


from the Propaganda Ministry? 
I do not know, but they w very large funds. 
nature of Schmitz's activity? 
egulerly oov EM mawa 
hose Americans whos he knew had 
130 special interest in European 
hese publications? 
and thereby indicate 
that it would be useless for the United States to enter the war. 
Where cid the Reichsbahnzentrale, under Schmitz, receive the 
materials which were used in its propaganda literature? 
From the german short wave, direct communications from the 
: 


Propaganda Ministry and the Transocean News Service. It even 


material from the American press, 


of persons did Schmitz reach with his 


publications? 

I don't know, Quite large, I assume. 

Have you ever heard of Dr. Degner? 

Yes, 

In what connection? 

He was secretary general of the German-American Chamber of 
TM 7 in New York. 

Did he. issue any publications? 

Yes, he issued & periodical. 

What was its nature and to whom did he distribute it? 

It was & weekly which related to the economical strength of 
Germany. It was distributed to members of the Chamber of 


Commerce 6nd those influential business men who he thought 


would like to read his stuff, 4 : i 
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How large was thé circulation? 


Not very big. It was supposed to have a sélect audience. It 


was supposed to be read by influenddamericans interested in 


international economic affairs. Several Congressmen used the 
articles of this periodical for their speeches, and they were 
distributed to their constituency, 

Did receive funds from the German Government? 

From the Prop2gend& Ministry, I believe. 

Did you ¢ver transmit funds to Dfegner? 

No. 

How did you know that he received funds from the Propaganda 
Ministry? 

From conversations with my colleagues. 

Did the Consul General in New York exercise any control over 
Degner? | | 

I think so. The Nazi system was for the Consul General to have 


of control over such enterprises. 


the Ministry of Propaganda direct the line she Degner's 


magazins was to ee d 7 4 


Ministry and the Economic Ministry in Berlin, 


re 


Have you ever heard of an organizetion called the Westermann Book 
Store in Kew Yor} 

Yes, 

In what connection? 

That you could buy there books about 
financial end political problems, would give 


the background for better understand 


For iastapce ym) tant topic 
plained Ay red) Mana 


the blockade Wein ineffective because 
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Who managed the Westermann Book Company? ٠ 
Eisele, 
Did the Westerman Book Store receive any funds from the 
German Government? 
Yes, I think so. 
Did you transmit any funds to the Wi man Book Store? 
No. 
Who did? 
They came directly fromthe Propaganda Ministry or mybe 
from the Carl Schurz Vereinigung in Berlin. 
Did the Consul in New York supply any funds to the Westerman 
Book Store? 
I &on't know. He may have | agent for the transmission 
of funds from the Propaganda Ministry or Carl Schurz. 
What do you know about .Orgell? 
He was representative of the VDA (Verein fur das Deu htum im 
Ausland) in New York. He was stepring man for mess distribution 
of small pamphlets that were printed in Germany or &t least 
in Europe and then sent over and distributed in America, 

- 
Who published these leaflets? 
VDA. 
Did the Fichtebund also publish some of these leaflets and 
pamphlets? 


Yes, some. 


distribution of their materials? 


Yes. 
How do you know? i 
Taiwas one of the points I learned when I CON NES. 


Do you know who financed him? 


Finally the Propaganda Ministry. How many other organisations 


came between him and’ the Propaganda Ministry, I do not know, 
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led "Foreign Letter" or something, 


specially to be distri! 34 in English speaking 
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ganda Ministry? 


terials? 


reign Section of the Nazi Party in the United 


control of 


New York? 


What was 
Germany 
What else? 


Contradictine atrocity prop 








What else? 

Anti-semitic propoganda. 

How did you learn about these whispering campaigns? 
Through visits in New York, I heard about this nonsense, 
From whom? 

MM Iu املس‎ 2 newspaper men, 

In whet period were these whispering campaigns carried out? 
1940, 1941. 


What do you knew about Mr, Westrick? 


I knew him personally when he came to the United States. 


In what capacity? 

As special envoy of Ribbentrop. 

What was his mission? 

In order to use hisfersonal relations with influential 
American business men that they should engage in propaganda 
to keep America out of the war and that if Hitler would win 
the war in Europe it would be of great benefit for American 
economics in general and to their business in particular. 
How do you know this? 

Out of conversations with him in the Embassy. 

Did he indicate any particular persons he proposed to 
contact? 

He indicated several personalities, 

Do you recall any names? 

An oil man. I cannot remember the name of this man, but I 
have ths recollection that he was forced to nesign from the 
Board of Directors because of his relations with Westrick as 
exposed by Winchell and other American newspapers. 

Did Wedtricx comment upon this particular event? 

Several times he came to Washington and reported to Thomsen 
bout his saddening experiences. 

Did he mention any other persons? 


I can't recall their names at the moment. 
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ermany of 


doolwortns, end other big American commerical enterprises. 


Wes—s—iavyer tor tkess—<comupsanies and—they ned frozen credit 
in Germany ent- he tooked sitter then, He proposet to exptot 
Contacts. 
Did Westrick have any fundsÉt his disposal for this particular 
mission? 
use funds ina double way. He had & dollar fund, 
help prominent business- 
in Germany.  He—setà-t9st 
throurh-hisinfluoenoe—he—eould <srrance for the—purehsse—of 
soeds—in—dermeny with the frozen_credits 17 the—-infinenttet bus irni 


erctive,s—Thet—wes—the-pien, es expicined to me 


Who authorized him to engage in this type of activity? 
He was a special envoy of Ribbentrop.. 


Algo of Boebbels? 


he meet with any success? 
It is difficult to say 
It is past your dinner time and I believe we had better stop. 
I want the record to show that you have been very cooperative 


in answering my questions, Thank you. 
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